[Ovarian autoimmunity and ovarian pathologies: antigenic targets and diagnostic significance].
The involvement of serum anti-ovarian autoantibodies (AOA) in ovarian pathology still remains controversial. In some cases of clinically patent ovarian failure, there seems to be a causal relationship between AOA and the ovarian disease. In patients with various organ-specific or systemic autoimmune diseases, or with unexplained, repeated reproductive failure, but otherwise normal ovarian function, it is even more difficult to determine the significance of AOA for several reasons: i) AOA recognize many different antigenic targets in the ovary ii) the antiovarian response may be transient or variable with time iii) the presence of AOA does not imply their aetiopathogenic role in the disease. The present paper reviews the clinical significance of AOA based on their ovarian targets as far as they have been identified until now.